
 

 







 

Reflections on 50 Years  
by Rod Boggs 

Founding Member of Washington Council of Lawyers  

  
In 1969, I arrived in Washington and began work with the Lawyers’ Committee 
for Civil Rights Under Law, fresh from experience on the staff of 
Representative Allard Lowenstein, followed by a few months working on the 
Vietnam Moratorium in New York. It was a fraught and heady time in the 
country and in Washington, reminiscent in some ways to the perilous Trump 
era we are still experiencing today. 
  
As a young lawyer in the late ‘60s and early ‘70s, I think many of us felt a 
powerful desire to add our voices to the movement to oppose the war in 
Viet Nam, while also supporting civil rights and the emerging public interest 

law and legal services movements. These causes came together in 1970 in a series of informal and then 
more structured conversations and meetings involving a group of young D.C. lawyers including, among 
others, Russell Stevenson, Marc Efron, Marna Tucker, Greg Gallo, Jane Frank, Chuck Hill, James Dyke, 
Ralph Temple, Ann Macrory, and myself. The result of our efforts was the Washington Council of 
Lawyers. We drew inspiration from the successful efforts of similar groups in New York and Chicago. 
  
The atmosphere in DC was highly charged by anti-war activism, regularly producing major demonstrations 
involving tens of thousands of protesters. I vividly recall the central role of Washington Council of Lawyers 
in organizing a panel of dozens of legal observers who spread out across the city in May of 1971 to 
monitor police conduct in anticipation of the arrival of thousands of protesters and the feared prospect of 
violence and mass arrests. 
  
Sadly, these fears were confirmed when events unfolded: over 12,000 people were arrested in police 
sweeps, including over a dozen Washington Council of Lawyers members and other legal observers. 
Eventually, charges against virtually all of those detained were dropped for failure to follow due process in 
arrest procedures. Washington Council of Lawyers played an important role in providing legal 
representation for many of those arrested. 
  
A year later, Washington Council of Lawyers took the lead in organizing a Counter Law Day Luncheon to 
protest the conservative D.C. Bar Association’s Law Day event that featured as its principal speaker 
Robert Mardian, Richard Nixon’s Assistant Attorney General for Internal Security. Mardian was later 
indicted as a Watergate co-conspirator. Our Counter Law Day Luncheon attracted hundreds of attendees, 
outdrawing the Bar Association event held in the same hotel by more than three to one, and producing a 
good deal of favorable media attention.  
 
Washington Council of Lawyers’ reputation was further enhanced that same year when it took the lead in 
helping in the formation of the new Unified Bar through active engagement in the nominations process for 
the first group of Bar Officers and members of the Board of Governors. The remarkable success of these 
efforts was instrumental in setting the Bar on the progressive course it has followed for decades. 
  
In retrospect, I think this profound impact on the Unified Bar and Washington Council of Lawyers’ 
steadfast and creative presence as an advocate for public-interest law are among its greatest 
contributions. My being part of our early work has provided many fond memories and fostered dozens of 
friendships that have continued over the years. The recent convening of Washington Council of Lawyers 
Past Presidents and Founders has only enhanced this feeling of continuity and solidarity. 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF LAWYERS 

50 Years of Service 

 PRESIDENTS  
 

   

 

   

 

 

  

Russell Stevenson   1971-1972 
Marc Efron    1972-1973 
Barry Chase       1973- 1974 
James Dyke    1974-1975 
Terry Banks    1975-1976 
Judy Lichtman    1976-1977 
Homer Moyer    1977-1978 
Jane (McGrew) Lang   1978-1979 
Len Simon    1979-1980 
Linda Perle    1980-1982 
Elliot Mincberg   1982-1983 
Susan Liss    1983-1984 
Larry Schneider   1984-1985 
Richard Jacobson   1985-1986 
Joseph Sellers    1986-1987 
Dennis Henigan   1987-1988 
Marc Gary    1988-1989 
Tim Lindon    1989-1990 
Paul Smith    1990-1991 
Steven Hollman   1991-1992 
Monica Wagner   1992-1993 
Susan Hoffman   1993-1994 
Ilene Gotts    1994-1995 
 

Katherine Garrett   1995-1996 
Louis Bograd   1996-1997 
Susan Hoffman   1997-1998 

Mary L. Clark    1998-1999 

Richard Salzman   1999-2000 
Elisabeth Myers-  2000-2001 

Carolyn Lerner   2001-2002 
Susan Huhta    2002-2003 

Camille Holmes   2003-2004 

Nicole Austin-Hillery   2004-2005 
Adam Levin    2005-2006  

Jessica Rosenbaum   2006-2007 

Joy Moses    2007-2008 
Steve Grumm    2008-2010 

Taryn Wilgus Null   2010-2011 

Jarrod Shirk    2011-2012 
Golda Philip    2012-2013 
Elizabeth Howe   2013-2014 

Paul Lee    2014-2016 
Kelly Voss    2016-2018 
David Steib    2018-2020 

Mark Kovner    2020-2021 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Washington Council of Lawyers is a voluntary bar association which has been advocating for fair and 

equal access to justice for all for 50 years. As we enter our next 50 years, we will continue to remain 

nimble to meet the needs of the public-interest community, especially in light of the COVID-19 crisis and 

the racial reckoning taking place in the world. We continue to work toward building a stronger community 

through training, mentoring, and advocacy. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

   

Summer Pro Bono Forum: Our 2021 Summer 
Forum keynote speaker was The Honorable 
Eric Holder. The online event attracted over 600 
summer associates, interns, and lawyers from 
across the country who learned about pro bono 
opportunities and public-interest careers in five 
different practice areas.  

Best Practices in Pro Bono: This long-running 

series highlights effective ways for law firms and 

legal services providers to improve their pro 

bono programs. During the past year, our online 

Best Practices in Pro Bono sessions have 

connected more than 350 pro bono 

professionals to information and resources to 

help them navigate effective pro bono programs 

during these challenging times of transition.  

Litigation Skills Training: This training series 

gives public-interest-minded attorneys access 

to high-quality trainings at affordable prices. We 

have offered trainings on Cross-Examination, 

Depositions, Exhibits, Trial Advocacy, Legal 

Writing, and Remote Hearings. This year’s 

trainings were held entirely online!  

 

Mentoring Program: Each year, our Mentoring 

Program connects dozens of junior attorneys 

with experienced attorneys who are active in the 

public-interest community. This enables a 

sharing of experience and ideas along with our 

“Tips from the Top” series. This one-of-a-kind 

program supports attorneys from all sectors who 

are committed to providing free legal services to 

those in need. This year, our innovative 

program also collected over 200 winter coats for 

families in need.  

D.C. Pro Bono Week: This annual celebration 

of pro bono service features court site visits, 

panel discussions, legal trainings, and clinics 

that inspire lawyers to do more local pro bono 

work to serve our neighbors in need.  

Issues Advocacy: We advocated in favor of 

continued funding for civil legal services in the 

District of Columbia and for court rules changes 

that protect the rights of pro se litigants. We 

advocated for policies that allow more DC 

government lawyers to be able to do pro bono 

work. 

  

       



 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
Honorable Anna Blackburne-Rigsby 
DC Court of Appeals 
 
Roderic V.O. Boggs 
Public Interest Lawyer 
 
Brooksley E. Born 
Arnold & Porter  
 
Katherine S. Broderick 
UDC David A. Clark School of Law 
 
Peter B. Edelman 
District of Columbia Access to Justice Commission 
 
Marc F. Efron 
Crowell & Moring LLP 
 
Patricia Mullahy Fugere 
Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless 
 
Katia Garrett 
Washington Lawyers’ Committee  
for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs 
 
Steven P. Hollman 
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP 
 
Elliot Mincberg 
Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights & Urban Affairs 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
Linda Perle 
Public Interest Lawyer 
 
Jessica Rosenbaum 
Public Interest Lawyer 
 
James J. Sandman 
University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School 
 
Joseph M. Sellers 
Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC 
 
Virginia E. Sloan 
Public Interest Lawyer/Consultant 
 
Jonathan M. Smith 
Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights & 
Urban Affairs 
 
Paul M. Smith 
Campaign Legal Center 
 
William Treanor 
Georgetown University Law Center 
 

Our Honorary Board comprises prominent lawyers with deep commitments to pro bono service and 

public interest law. Many have previously served as members of our active board; they continue to be 

committed to our organization’s goal of expanding access to justice and making legal representation 

available to all who need it. 

Honorary Board 



 

President 
Mark Kovner 
Kirkland & Ellis 
 
Vice-President 
Jennifer Tschirch 
Georgetown University  
Law Center 
 

 

Secretary 
Nancy Drane 

D.C. Access to Justice            
Commission 

 
              Treasurer 
              Mia Sussman 
              Equal Justice Works 
 

 
Julie Abbate   
Just Detention 
 

Lise Adams  
 D.C. Bar Pro Bono Center 
 

Alexis Applegate 
D.C. Government Attorney 
 

Nicole Austin-Hillery  
 Human Rights Watch 
 

Deborah Birnbaum  
Federal Government Attorney 
 

Raziya Brumfield   
Federal Government Attorney 
 

Premal Dharia   
Defender Impact Initiative 
 

Dana Fisher-Livne   
National Health Law Program 
 

Henry Floyd, Jr. 
Koonz McKenney  
Johnson & DePaolis LLP 
 

Karen Grisez 
Fried Frank Harris Shriver & 
Jacobson 
 

Deborah Cuevas Hill 
Legal Counsel for the Elderly 
 

Susan Hoffman 
Crowell & Moring 
 

Philip Horton 
Arnold & Porter 
 

 

 
Jack Keeney Jr. 
Association of Zoos & Aquariums  
 
Amelia Kegan 
Friends Committee of National 
Legislation 
 

Mary Kennedy 
Arnold & Porter 
 

Paul Lee  
Steptoe & Johnson 
 

Carolyn Lerner 
Government Attorney 
 

Gregory Lipper  
Clinton & Peed 
 

Aoife Delargy Lowe 
Equal Justice Works 
 

Michael Lukens 
CAIR Coalition 
 

Jennifer Masi 
Children’s Law Center 
 

Robin Murphy 
Disability Rights Maryland 
 

Taryn Wilgus Null 
Federal Government Attorney 
 

Rachel Rintelmann 
Legal Aid Society for the  
District of Columbia 
 

Keeshea Turner Roberts 
Howard University School of Law 
 

 
Sébastien Monzón Rueda 
Legal Counsel for the Elderly 
 

Tiana Russell 
Crowell & Moring  
 

Lawrence Schneider 
Arnold & Porter 
 

Prianka Sharma 
Federal Government Attorney 
 

David Steib  
Ayuda 
 

Jennifer Swedish 
Federal Government Attorney 
 

Elizabeth Symonds 
Public Interest Attorney 
 

Alessandro Terenzoni 
Federal Government Attorney 
 

Etienne Toussaint 
UDC  
David A. Clarke School of Law 
 

Marsha Tucker 
Arnold & Porter 
 

Kelly Voss 
Covington & Burling 
 

Gwendolyn Washington 
Legal Counsel for the Elderly 
 

Melissa Weberman 
Arnold & Porter 
 

Stephon Woods 
Federal Government Attorney  

Board of Directors - 2020-2021 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank you!  

 

Golden Giving Circle 

Sponsors 
These committed sponsors have increased their 

annual giving to Washington Council of Lawyers 

by at least 50% in honor of our 50th Anniversary. 

Arnold & Porter 

Buckley LLP 

Crowell & Moring LLP 

Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson LLP 

Steptoe & Johnson LLP 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

CHAMPION 

Compass Lexecon 

           Kirkland & Ells LLP 

 

       TRAILBLAZER 

Arnold & Porter 

Latham & Watkins 
  

DEFENDER 

Buckley LLP 

Covington & Burling 

Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson 

Hogan Lovells 

Morgan Lewis & Bockius 

   Seyfarth 

                                             Steptoe Foundation 

              Zuckerman Spaeder 

 

            PIONEER 

                Crowell & Moring LLP 

  

Thank you to these organizations who have pledged in support of our 50 years of leadership  

as the public-interest bar association for the District of Colombia 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Terry Banks 

Marc Efron 

Katherine Garret 

Marc Gary 

Dennis Henigan 

Susan Hoffman 

Steven Hollman 

Camille Holmes 

Elizabeth Howe 

Richard Jacobson 

Mark Kovner 

Paul Lee 

Carolyn Lerner 

Adam Levin 

Timothy Lindon 

 

 

 
 

Susan Liss 

Elliot Mincberg 

Homer Moyer 

Elisabeth Myers 

Linda Perle 

Jessica Rosenbaum 

Lawrence Schneider 

Joe Sellers 

Leonard Simon 

Paul Smith 

David Steib 

Russell Stevenson 

Marna Tucker 

Kelly Voss 

Taryn Wilgus Null

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to these past Presidents & Founders of  

Washington Council of Lawyers who have made pledges toward a matching 

campaign. Your service and dedication to our work is unmatched! But the 

impact of your donations will be doubled due to the matching opportunity! 

 

Past Presidents& 

Founders 

 Matching Campaign 



 

 

We look forward to working together to promote  

pro bono service and public-interest law!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION 

We are a voluntary bar association committed to ensuring that our legal 

system treats everyone fairly, regardless of money, position, or power. Our 

members represent the legal community’s diversity: They come from law 

firms, law schools, private and nonprofit organizations, and the government. 

We promote pro bono and public-interest law 

 by building partnerships between the public, private, and nonprofit sectors;  

volunteering to provide legal services to those who need them;  

training and mentoring the next generation of public-interest advocates;  

and supporting policies that expand access to justice. 

 

 

 

Thank you  

for joining us! 


